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10up’s Open Source Practice



10up’s WordPress contributions



10up’s open source plugins



GPL-compatible License Requirement



GPL-compatible License Requirement



GPL-compatible License Requirement



Licensing Nightmares
What if a PR introduces a new dependency with 
an incompatible license?

Dependency Licenses

… OR …

… WAIT …

… WHAT IF …

What if we ALREADY have a dependency with 
an incompatible license?



GitHub Actions to the 
rescue!
Check new and updated dependencies

GitHub Actions

Confirm license compatibility

Scan existing codebase

Scan all pull requests



Dependency Review Action



Steps to success

GitHub Actions

Add Dependency Review Action workflow file

Add GPL-compatible licenses to workflow file

Await results on scan of current codebase

All future PRs checked against license list

Optional: if you maintain multiple plugins, 
leverage a central license policy file



Dependency Review Action with Licenses



Dependency Review Action with License Policy



GPL-compatible License Policy



Scan existing codebase

Determine GPL or GPLv2 compatibility

Scan existing codebase

Nervously await results 🤞
If issues, fix & release updated version



Scan all pull requests

GitHub Action runs on future PRs

Scan all pull requests

Passing check validates dependency licenses

No more licensing nightmares 🎉
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Create GitHub Action

<repo>/.github/workflows/dependency-review.yml

Create License Policy (Optional)
<repo>/.github/.github/dependency-review-config.yml

Questions?

@jeffpaul

jeffpaul.com
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Alternate GPL-compatible License Action



WordPress.org Plugin Directory Guidelines: 
https://developer.wordpress.org/plugins/wordpress-org/detailed-plugin-guidelines/#1-plugins-mus
t-be-compatible-with-the-gnu-general-public-license

Dependency Review Action: https://github.com/actions/dependency-review-action

Sample Dependency Review Workflow: 
https://github.com/10up/insert-special-characters/blob/develop/.github/workflows/dependency-re
view.yml

Sample GPL-Compatible License Policy: 
https://github.com/10up/.github/blob/trunk/.github/dependency-review-config.yml
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